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Before we begin- 
Please use the QR code to record questions 
on a Google form.

○ If I cannot address your question during the 
presentation, I will follow up: 
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Objectives
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• Explain the role of the Advanced Academics 
Coach (AAC) within a Professional Learning 
Community (PLC).

• Provide an overview of advanced academics at 
Campbell Elementary.

• Provide an overview of the identification process 
for Gifted Services in Arlington Public Schools.



Part 1:
Professional Learning 

Communities 
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Four Key Questions Focus Us on Learning-

 What is it we expect our students to learn?
 How will we know when they have learned it?
 How will we provide time and support when 

they don’t learn it?
 How will we extend learning when they 

already know it or learn it quickly?
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Part 1:
Professional Learning 

Communities 



AACs make 
extension 
resources 
available for 
all classroom 
teachers.
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● Gifted pedagogy

● Critical and creative thinking strategies

● Document growth

● Understand characteristics of gifted learners

● Lead screening & identification process
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My Roles Within a PLC



AACs as Advocates for 
Historically Underserved 

Populations
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■   Twice Exceptional (2e)
■  English Learners
■  High Ability, Low Income Students

■  Underachieving Students 

https://www.nagc.org/resources
https://www.nagc.org/resources


Part 2: 
Gifted Services in K-5 

Classrooms
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Collaborative Teaching
■ Team teaching with classroom teacher

■ Small group 

■ Co-planning with classroom teacher 

■ Flexible grouping

■ Support with Special Activities
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Classroom Support Grades K-1
■ Collaboratively plan and model Critical and 
Creative Thinking (CCT) lessons with 
teachers

■ Build capacity for teachers to replicate similar 
lessons in the future

■ Provide support for differentiating instruction
■ Working with teachers to find and nurture 
underrepresented populations 
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Critical & Creative Thinking Strategies 

Language Arts Activities Emphasizing Creativity
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Growth Mindset, Goal-Setting, and Checklists 

Read alouds, Hopes and Dreams, and Surveys
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Classroom Support Grades 2-5
■ Collaborate regularly with cluster teachers to plan 

and/or implement advanced content

■ Utilize collaborative teaching methods in cluster 
classrooms to infuse curriculum written for gifted 
learners 

■ Incorporate CCT skills to build capacity of teachers to 
replicate similar lessons in the future

■ Provide support for differentiating instruction

■ Working with teachers to find and nurture 
underrepresented populations 
■
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Critical & Creative Thinking Strategies 

Fluency, Flexibility, Originality, Elaboration
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Co-Planning with Teachers
Planning for Advanced Learners 

Project M³: Mentoring Mathematical Minds 
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Modeling for Teachers
Resources for Advanced Learners 

SEM-R: Schoolwide Enrichment Model Reading Framework
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Modeling for Teachers
Critical and Creative Thinking Strategies 

Like Mind Mapping
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Connecting to Content
Curriculum Extension

  Creative Problem Solving
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Connecting to Content
Curriculum Extension

  Creative Problem Solving
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Connecting to Content
Critical and Creative Thinking 

Use of Games, Strategies, and Real World Problem Solving
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Connecting to Content
Critical and Creative Thinking 

Use of Choice Boards and Depth and Complexity Activities 
Connected to CKLA Units
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Connecting to Content
Problem Solving Opportunities in Math
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Turtle Time Extension Groups
Opportunities for time on projects, author studies, 

advanced units, or research
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Leaders of their Own Learning
 
 Community Book Club and Math Dice Tournament
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Leaders of their Own Learning
Zero the Hero, Poetry Slam, and Science Bowl
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Odyssey of the Mind
An afterschool enrichment program involving 
teamwork, creativity, and problem solving
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Leaders of their Own Learning
Expedition Showcases Allow All Campbell Students to be Leaders
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Communication
■ Quarterly Differentiation Forms to parents.

■ Parent information sessions 
(Fall and Winter) & conferences 

■ Parent-Teacher Conferences upon request and 
randomly 

■ Ongoing collaboration between AAC-classroom-home

■ https://Campbell.apsva.us/

■ Email: Pamela.Clark@apsva.us or through Parent Square

https://campbell.apsva.us/


Screening and Identification 
Information Session
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I will hold a session about 
the screening and 
identification process for 
gifted identification in 
January 2026.  



■ APS screens entire school 
population by…

■ Universal Screeners
■ Academic Performance
■ Student Conferences
■ Growth Portfolios
■ Products / Process
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Screening and Identification 
Information Session

■ Referrals can be 
made by: 

teachers, 
parents, 
community leaders,
and students
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Screening Timeline

Fall & Winter Parent Information Meeting
Fall - Services, Winter- Identification

AAC

November Universal Screeners (at Campbell)- NOVEMBER 2025
NNAT (1st grade) November 5 and 6
CogAT (2nd grade) Nov. 18, 19, and 21 
(or earlier in November for some students)

Testing Coordinator, AAC

Ongoing Communication to parent 
Collection of student work

AAC, classroom teachers, 
specialists 

February Communication to staff on process AAC

February - May Collection of Data: draft Gifted Behavior Commentary (GBC), 
work samples

AAC, classroom teachers, 
specialists

February- May Collection of Data:  testing, parent information forms, letters to 
parents

AAC

May - June ID Meetings:  Review of data and completions of school GBC School team: administrator, 
teacher, AAC, specialists, 
counselor (etc)

June - August Appeals
Level 1 and Level 2

Level 1:  Principal
Level 2:  County wide
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Parent Resources
● APS  Gifted Services Website: www.apsva.us/giftedservices

● Virginia Association for the Gifted (VAG): http://www.vagifted.org

● National Association for the Gifted (NAGC): http://nagc.org 

● Supporting Emotional Needs of the Gifted (SENG): http://sengifted.org

● APS AATD Advisory Committee:  
Mary Wierzbicki (wierzbicki.mary.b@gmail.com) and 
John Schaus (jhschaus@protonmail.com).

http://www.apsva.us/giftedservices
http://www.vagifted.org/
http://nagc.org
http://sengifted.org/
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Contact Information
■ Pamela Clark, Advanced Academics Coach

■ Email:  Pamela.Clark@apsva.us

■ Phone: 703-228-6770

■ Bluesky: thinkcampbell.bsky.social

Cheryl McCullough, Supervisor, Gifted Services 
Email: cheryl.mccullough@apsva.us
Phone: 703-228-6159

mailto:cheryl.mccullough@apsva.us


Play this 
video for an 

APS 
overview.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1O2N2L36clnSdG2jQMv4GcCrPyT0X18Pj/preview


Questions
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