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Big Risk, Big Reward

Imagine if hundreds of lives depended on you and only you, and you havetodoit
against your government's will. The story “Passage to Freedom”, written by Ken
Mochizuki, teaches us when you need to be heroic and your heart is in the right place,
you can do what is heroic. In this story you will learn Chuine helped hundreds of
refugees struggling to survive. You also learn that Chuine’s family is willing to risk
their lives for the refugees. This man was rewarded greatly for this fantastic act of
kindness.

Mobs of helpless refugees swarmed around Chuine’s house scrambling to save
their lives. Chiune Sugihara , one of the Japanese diplomats living in Lithuania,
wanted to take control of the situation. Chuine brought five refugees into his house so
he could see what the rage was about. Chuine listened to the horrifying stories about
the Nazi’s and how the refugees had to flee from their homes. “My father meet
downstairs with five men”... These people were refugees -- people who ran away from
their homes because if they stayed they would be killed” (page 2). They refugees
wanted visas so they could walk through Russia and end up in Japan.

Chuine’s family was heroic too. They agreed to risk their lives for the refugees.

By doing this they would put the whole family in danger, filing thousands of visas

t the Japanese governments will. The Sugihara’s didn't know what would



happen to them. “My father cabeled his superiors yet a third time, and I knew the
answer by the look in his eyes” (page 3). Chuine knew he had to disobey the Japanese
government and help the refugees. “That night he said to my mother, ‘I have to do
something I have to disobey I may have to disobey my government, but if I don't, Iwill
disobeying god™ (page 3).

This man was a true hero. His heart was pure. Sure, he had to go through tough
times like when he had to go to prison with his family but he persevered through the
tough times. Now Chuine has a statue of him on the Hill of Humanity. This man did a
great deed and he was greatly rewarded for his great deed. “ In 1969, my father was
invited to Israel Where he was taken to the famous holocaust memorial, Yad Vashem.
Then in 1985, he was chosen to receive the “Righteous Among Nations” Award from
Yad Vashem. He was the first and only Asian to have been given this great honor” (page
5). He was a real life superhero, he had a heart full of empathy.

The story “Passage to Freedom,” written by Ken Mochizuki, teaches people that
when you need to step up to a task and be heroic, if you are committed to sacrifice your
own needs for others, then you can be a hero. We learn this when Chiune helped
hundreds of refugees. We also learned that Chiune’s family was willing to sacrifice
their own lives for the refugees. Chiune was a hero and was rewarded like a hero.

1d you have made those sacrifices like Chiune and his family did?



