
 

Cylinders and 
Shadows 

Still life drawings by Ms. Davitt’s and Mrs. Perry’s 5th grade artists 

Learning Targets: 
I can use my body to help draw a round form. 
I can collaborate with my artist peers on an arrangement that is aesthetically pleasing 
I can observe and draw three-dimensional forms with light and shadow 
I can reflect on my work as an artist 

Step 1: 
Sketchbook Ellipse Practice 

Step 2:  
Collaborative Still-life  

Step 3: 
Still-life drawing 

Step 4:  
Artist Statement reflection 

First, students experimented with 
hand position as they practiced 
ovals in their sketchbooks. A 
model of a cup provided a chance 
to observe an ellipse in real life. 

Together in table teams, artists 
next decided a pleasing 
arrangement as they stacked cups 
for a still life. To prepare for a long 
drawing, students secured their 
model with tape. 

Then, using a small handheld 
flashlight as a light source, artists 
observed how light and shadow 
affected their forms. With two 
types of drawing  

Last, artists reflected on their 
experience by writing an artist 
statement, sharing what they drew 
and what the process felt like. 
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Student Reflections 

“For me I like that it’s so realistic and I 
can barely see edges and I like how I 
did the shading so it looked like the 
black background…”  
 
 
“The artwork is special to me because 
I took my time and really cared about 
my masterpiece. I learned by this to 
try and try and never give up.” 

“It is special because I put my effort 
into it and shaded it in carefully and 
took my time that if people can do it 
you can do it too.” 
 
“The most hardest part of the still art 
was the shadow. Also sometimes the 
structure of the light house would 
collapse. Also the cup that was alone 
was difficult to put into the shadow of 
the light house.” 

“I think this artwork is special 
because I used to be horrible at 
shading but I think I improved. “ 
 
 
“When I was drawing my still life I 
felt calm and relaxed.” 

“When I made this it was very slow 
and meditative process. Something 
that really frustrated me during this 
process was when the light would fall 
because it would make it so I couldn’t 
work on the drawing. I didn’t have 
enough time to finish this drawing, but 
I am proud of the part i did shade.” 

 

Teacher Reflection 

Understanding the ellipse is a developmental shift in drawing that allows the artist to depict a rounded object in three dimensions. The ellipse is 
merely a circle seen in perspective. In this sense, artists can create a variety of rounded forms, building their knowledge and skills for future 
artworks. I was able to observe quickly who had made the shift of observing the ellipse, and those who were still working out the perspective, 
which allowed for direct instruction one-on-one.  
Students were also asked to handle two types of pencils of differing hardness, and experimenting with shading and mood. To me, I always feel 
like a “real artist” when I shade a drawing, and I think this ability to add depth and dimension to their work excited the students too. As always, 
reading student reflections is such a wonderful peek into their thought process and allows for richer lessons moving forward. 

 

Standards of Learning 

Visual Art Language Arts 

5.1 Use steps of the art-making process, including brainstorming, preliminary sketching, planning, reflecting, 
and refining, to synthesize ideas for and create works of art. 
5.2 Execute and complete works of art with attention to detail & craftsmanship. 
5.5  Use the following to express meaning in works of art: 
        2.     Form—convex, concave, positive, negative 
        3.     Texture—surface embellishment 
        4.     Value—gradation to create the illusion of depth on a two-dimensional surface 
        5.     Balance—formal, informal 
5.7  Use size and proportion to emphasize spatial relationships in works of art. 
5.18  Analyze and interpret works of art based on visual properties and context. 
5.20  Use specific criteria to evaluate a finished product. 

5.7 Write for a variety of purposes: to describe, to inform, to entertain, to 
explain, and to persuade.  
   a) Identify intended audience.  
   b) Use a variety of prewriting strategies.  
   c) Organize information to convey a central idea.  
   d) Write a clear topic sentence focusing on the main idea.  
   e) Write multiparagraph compositions.  
   f) Use precise and descriptive vocabulary to create tone and voice.  
   g) Vary sentence structure by using transition words.  
   h) Revise for clarity of content using specific vocabulary and information.  
   i) Include supporting details that elaborate the main idea.  
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