
Teamwork, 

Creativity, and

Problem Solving



Our PTA sponsors this activity and pays for our school to have access 
to the materials/problems, train coaches, and register teams for the 

regional meet, so the only fees you incur are for registering for Odyssey 
of the Mind and supplies the kids buy to create costumes, scenery, etc.

Elementary Students are in Division I, but there are actually teams that 
participate from middle school, high school, and even college.

The Balsa 

Wood 

Structure 

Problem



Parents sign on to coach, judge, or volunteer in some way.

Teams have between 5-7 students who work together 
each week to solve a long term problem from November to March.  
They also work on team-building playing to individual strengths.

The Classics Problem        The Humor Problem



During team meetings, teams also work on spontaneous problem 
solving.  They are given a task and must work as a team to creatively 

solve it together within a short amount of time. 

Spontaneous Problem Solving



Spontaneous Problems may be verbal, verbal/hands on, or hands on.  



Students prepare to present their 8-minute“solution” at the regional 
meet at West Potomac High School in Alexandria where

judges give them comments about their performance 
and friends and family can come and watch.

The Humor Problem



Judges score students based on how successful they were at figuring 
out and presenting their solution to the problem they chose and the 

creative way they chose to do so.  While teams enjoy getting feedback, 
the best part of Odyssey of the Mind is engaging in creativity, 

working as a team, and feeling empowered to solve problems and 
working toward a goal.  



Students reach varied levels of polish.  Some will look back with pride 
at the costumes, scenery and props they created.

The Classics Problem



Other teams’ fond memories stem from the fun and friendships they 
found while engaging in the creative process.  



The big difference between the K-2 Primary Teams and the 3rd-5th

grade teams is that teams that do the 

Primary Problem are non-competitive.

Primary Teams:  An Intro to Odyssey



This Year’s Primary Problem

K-2nd Graders

The team’s problem is to create and present a 
humorous performance that includes a fashion 
show for insects. An up-and-coming designer will 
be highlighted as a narrator describes the odd 
and curious fashions as they are modeled. A 
team-created song, a commercial, and a critic 
who reviews the Fashion Show are all part of the 
performance.



Their problem has the same structure as 
the other problems; however, students 

receive only comments at the 
regional meet, no scores.

The Prehistoric Art Festival

The Primary Problem

We’re Cookin’ Now!
The Primary Problem

Museum Makers
The Primary Problem



Competitive Problem Choices
Problem 1: Longshot 
Solution 

A group of “Longshots” believe a disastrous event that threatens the world is 
about to occur and must stop it. Because no one takes them seriously, it is up 
to the Longshots to solve the problem. To succeed they must send materials 
from all corners of the world using vehicles that overcome obstacles and 
travel simultaneously into and out of a Reaction Area. As time counts down 
the Longshots will use the components, including baking soda, to create a 
reaction that produces a very special effect and saves the day!

Problem 2: Net 

Working

Computers, satellites, and servers work continuously to allow people from all over 
the world to network with each other. These networks give us access to 
information including communications, messages, and videos. In this problem, 
the networked devices are characters who work to keep the world connected. 
During the performance, an image, a text message, an email and other 
information will be transmitted between locations in a team-made system. Pop-up 
advertisements appear and a malware character will infect the network and take it 
offline. An anti-virus hero comes to the rescue and team-made instruments will be 
used to present an original song that explains their jobs.



Problem 3: Classics… The Effective Detective
You will be introduced to one of the greatest detectives the world has ever known as 
they follow clues to uncover the truth behind some of history’s real-world mysteries. The 
detective will investigate different types of information, including a clue that is a “red 
herring” i.e. a distraction, and do intellectual battle with a supervillain who wants the 
detective to fail. Sounds will ring out and settings will creatively change to set the scene 
and highlight the action. The team will also be challenged to use the smallest space 
possible to store its solution.

Problem 4: Balsa Limbo
Teams will build balsa wood structures that are created by adjusting its 
interconnected parts. When the parts are not in the final form for weight testing, 
they must be able to pass under a limbo bar. Higher score will be awarded for how 
low the bar is when the structure passes under it. However, the bar is not allowed 
to be lower than ½”! The limbo bar test and maneuvering the structure for testing 
will take place during the performance time. Testing of the structure will take place 
during a performance with a theme about dancing and movement.

Problem 5: Gibberish or Not
Genius or not so smart, statements change from Gibberish at the start. Do the 
thoughts shine or miss the mark? Masses think they’re being led out of the dark. A 
Champion arranges meetings with those in power, and gibberish ideas bloom like a 
flower. The crowd replaces thoughts with wisdom, and a Child sees it is all just 
humdrum. Misinterpreted over and again, twisted words fly in the end. Music 
blares and the celebration is wild, and misunderstanding is accepted by the child. 
The performance will explain why the child does not reveal the truth that what they 
believe is wisdom was really just gibberish.



We NEED Coaches!
Teams meet

1. When: Once a week from 
November to mid-March on a 

day of the week of your 
choosing.

2. Where:

* afterschool in a classroom, or 

* on weekends at your house, a 
church, or community center. 



What Coaching Entails
Every team needs a coach or co-coaches to sponsor their team.

• Being there weekly to facilitate and supervise the students as they plan 
and devise the solution to their problem. (Creating structure to the 
meetings.  Keeping them on track.  Keeping them safe.  Being a 
cheerleader.)  Remember the KIDS solve the problem.  You facilitate!

• Communicating with Mrs. Clark so you are aware of upcoming events and 
make her aware of needs and problems.  

• Registering online for the regional meet with the help of Mrs. Clark in late 
December/early January.

• The practices the month leading up to the meet may require more time 
getting materials, holding extra meetings, coordinating meeting places at 
the meet.  

• Optional: Attending Coaches’ Training at St. Louis Catholic School from 
8:00-1:00 on Saturday, November 16, 2020 and/or the Regional Coaches’ 
Meeting at Campbell on January 13, 2020. 

• Attend the regional meet with your team on Saturday, March 14, 2020.  

If you coach, your child is GUARANTEED a spot on the team.



What Judging Entails
EVERY TEAM NEEDS A JUDGE to represent them

• Commit to the following dates: 
Judges’ Training at St. Louis Catholic School on Saturday morning, 
Feb. 29, 2020 from 8:00-1:30.  SNOWDATE: March 7. 

• In December or early January, register online as a judge for the 
regional meet with the help of Mrs. Clark.

• Attend Judges’ Training (if you find out you cannot, we must find a 
replacement for you or a different training you can attend on another 
Saturday so our team will be represented.)

• Spend the entire day Judging at the Regional Meet on Saturday, 
March 14, 2020.  Judges will NOT be able to see their child perform; 
however, we will hold a Preview Night at Campbell one evening the 
week before the meet so you will get to see your child perform then.



What Volunteering Entails

• Plan to commit two hours to helping at the regional 
meet on March 14, 2020 in some capacity (ie. 
Registration table, concessions, food set-up for judges’ 
room, etc.)  You still may be able to see your child 
perform. You will need to register online with the help of 
Mrs. Clark in December or early January.  

• Agree to help with one or more of the following based on 
the needs of the coach (attend occasional practices to 
serve as the parent helper, send snacks, pick up and 
send in materials, prepare spontaneous activities for the 
team to send with your child.)



What Student Participation Entails
• Save the date of the regional meet: March 14, 2020 at West Potomac 

High School.  The schedule does not come out until late February, so 
students must not plan to fulfill other commitments that day (ie. soccer 
games, music lessons, etc.)

• Student must attend weekly practices as regularly as possible and let their 
coach or Mrs. Clark know if they will be unable to attend a practice.  
Students should provide a note if they will not be attending an afterschool 
practice.

• Students must focus to the best of their ability to help their team to solve 
the problem.  While Odyssey can be very fun, there is work involved, so it is 
important students understand that they will be working toward a goal.  If 
they find after the first practice or two they are not interested, they may 
decide to leave the team and their space can be offered to another child.  

• If a student is not in extended day, they will need transportation home at 
4:00 for afterschool teams and all students on the weekend teams will need 
transportation to and from those practices.



Team Decisions
• Coaches must contact Ms. Clark if they are willing 

to coach by Monday, October 7th.  

• Registration will begin this week and must be 
completed by October 7th.

• Students will fill out application/interest forms and 
parents must fill out the google or paper 
registration form.   Preference will be given to 
students whose parents commit to coaching or 
judging.

(A fee of $30 will only be collected for students who 
are selected to participate.)


